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SUBJECT: READING PERFORMANCE AT BROWARD COUNTY’S 

READING FIRST SCHOOLS 
 
The Florida Center for Reading Research (FCRR) has provided school-level data 
summaries about the growth of students with respect to the acquisition of critical early 
reading skills as measured by the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills 
(DIBELS).  The DIBELS instrument assesses three critical skill areas for the 
development of reading competency:  Phonological Awareness, Alphabetic Principle, and 
Fluency with Connected Text.  The administration of DIBELS is a requirement of the 
Reading First program and is administered in kindergarten through third grade.   
 
The FCRR growth indexes were provided to schools to help staff assess the effectiveness 
of the interventions across the spectrum of students served.  A detailed explanation, and a 
school-by-school summary, of the four indexes of student growth were provided in the 
attached March 21, 2007 memorandum from the Florida Department of Education 
(FDOE).  A brief overview of these indexes is provided below. 
 

• Effectiveness of Core Instruction (ECI) is the percentage of students who began 
the school year at grade level and continued to meet grade level expectations 
throughout the year.  

• Effectiveness of Interventions (EI) indexes the school’s ability to move students 
at risk for reading difficulties to lower risk levels.   

• Effectiveness of Interventions for Intensive Students (EI-I) measures the school’s 
success at moving students from the “intensive” level of risk to “strategic” or 
grade level. 

• Effectiveness of Interventions for Strategic Students (EI-S) measures the school’s 
success at moving students from the “strategic” level of risk to grade level
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The school-level data summary provided by FCRR included each of the four indexes by 
grade level and for the school overall.  The percentile rank with respect to all Reading 
First schools statewide was also provided for each index and grade level.  To understand 
Broward’s Reading First Schools performance relative to all other schools statewide, the 
percentile distributions of the schoolwide indexes were examined.  Table 1 provides the 
count of schools within each quartile for each of the four indexes. 
 
Table 1 
Distributions of Broward’s Reading First schools relative to statewide performance on 
the four growth indexes. 

Quartile ECI EI EI-I EI-S 
75-100 11 12 13 9 
50-74 19 15 19 13 
25-49 13 19 12 25 
1-24 9 6 8 5 

 
Review of the data in the table revealed that Broward’s Reading First schools are more 
successful with student growth due to the core instruction (ECI) than schools statewide 
with 30 of the 52 schools registering in the top two quartiles.  However, Broward’s 
schools registered mixed levels of success at moving students at risk for reading 
deficiencies.  While 32 school scored in the top two quartiles with regard to moving 
intensive students (EI-I), Broward’s Reading First schools were less successful at moving 
strategic level students to grade level with 30 of the schools scoring in the bottom two 
quartiles (EI-S).   
 
These data reflect performance as of the February DIBELS administration.  Additional 
analyses will be forthcoming from FCRR and FDOE following the May DIBELS.  Each 
school has already received their specific data and are using these data to identify areas of 
concern.  A low index for a particular grade and risk level indicates which student groups 
need immediate additional assistance.  School administrations are using these data, along 
with classroom walkthroughs, to check the fidelity of implementation for the existing 
interventions.  In addition, Primary Education has created a database of these data to 
share with the Reading First schools to support the sharing of best practices across school 
sites.  Please contact me or Dr. Russell Clement, Director, Student Assessment & 
School Performance at 754-321-4257 if you have any questions concerning these data. 
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Area Directors 
Diane Carr, Executive Director, Core Curriculum 
Ellen Flynn, Director, Primary Education 
Principals of Reading First Schools 

 
































