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April 26, 2005 
 
TO:  School Board Members 
 
FROM: Katherine Blasik, Ph.D., Associate Superintendent 
  Research, Evaluation, Assessment & Boundaries 
 
VIA:  Frank Till 
  Superintendent of Schools 
 
SUBJECT: 2004 RESULTS OF THE SCHOOL READINESS UNIFORM SCREENING 

SYSTEM (SRUSS) 
 
The Florida Department of Education (FDOE) has released the results of the 2004 administration 
of the School Readiness Uniform Screening System (SRUSS).  The 2004-05 school year is the 
third year of implementation of the SRUSS, which is given annually to all kindergarten students 
entering public school for the first time during the first 30 days of school.  The SRUSS is 
comprised of two instruments:  a developmental screening assessment, the Early Screening 
Inventory-Kindergarten (ESI-K), and a measure of early literacy skills, the Dynamic Indicators 
of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS).  Please note that prior to the 2004-05 administration, 
the SRUSS was comprised of the ESI-K and a behavioral screening measure based on teacher 
observation, the Work Sampling System (WSS).  The behavioral screening measure has been 
discontinued for use during the 2004-05 administration and was replaced with the DIBELS in all 
districts in the state of Florida.  The conversion from WSS to DIBELS reflects FDOE’s 
increasing focus on school readiness.   
 
DIBELS is made up of a set of standardized, individually administered measures of early literacy 
development.  These are short (one minute) fluency measures designed to regularly monitor the 
development of pre-reading and early reading skills.  Each measure has been thoroughly 
researched and demonstrated to be reliable and valid indicators of early literacy development.  
They are also predictive of later reading proficiency and aid in the early identification of students 
who are not progressing as expected.   
 
Please note that, although FDOE has recently released the State, district, and school summary 
data from the 2004 SRUSS administration, individual student results have been available to 
teachers since the time of the test administration, as these tests are scored immediately after 
testing by the administrator and the score sheets provide all of the information needed to report 
on a student’s performance.  Teachers are encouraged to use the data obtained through the 
SRUSS screening instruments to inform parents of their child’s performance and areas of 
strength and need.  Nonetheless, FDOE emphasizes that it is important for teachers and parents 
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to understand that the SRUSS screening instruments are not detailed diagnostic tools, nor are 
they predictive of future performance on other assessments.  However, FDOE does recommend 
that if a child’s score on the ESI-K is in the “Not Ready Yet” category AND administration of 
the DIBELS identifies the student’s status as High Risk, a specific academic improvement plan 
may be needed.  In Broward County, these students are monitored through ongoing informal 
assessments in the kindergarten classroom, and teachers implement appropriate interventions and 
specialized instructional strategies to assist students in developing the necessary skills.   
 
The FDOE memorandum titled “Results of 2004 Administration – School Readiness Uniform 
Screening System (SRUSS)” and State Report of District Results are attached.  Broward results 
are found on page 2 of the report and compare favorably to the State distribution.  As can be seen 
in Table 1 below, results of the ESI-K indicate that 88% of Broward students entering 
kindergarten in the fall of 2004 were considered ready for school at that time, as compared to 
84% of students around the State.  Also displayed in Table 1, are the results of the 2002-03 and 
2003-04 administrations of the ESI-K.  When the percentages of students in each category are 
compared from 2003-04 to 2004-05, it can be seen that a slightly higher proportion of students 
fell within the “Ready Now” category at the District level.  At the same time, the percentage of 
Broward students falling within the “Getting Ready” category was reduced slightly while the 
percentage of students falling within the “Not Ready Yet” category remained stable.   
 
Table 1.  ESI-K Results* 
 

Number  
Reported 

Percent  
Ready Now 

Percent  
Getting Ready 

Percent  
Not Ready Yet 

2002-03 16,791 86 10 3 
2003-04 18,021 87 10 3 Broward 
2004-05 17,901 88 9 3 
2002-03 157,939 82 13 5 
2003-04 169,972 84 12 4 State 
2004-05 175,806 84 12 5 

*Due to rounding procedures, sums of percentages may not equal 100%. 
 
The classification of “Ready Now” reflects that the development and abilities of the student were 
consistent with age-level expectations at the time of entry to kindergarten.  The classification of 
“Getting Ready” indicates the student’s performance was inconclusive at the time of testing and 
there may have been other factors that influenced the outcome of the screening.  It is 
recommended that these students be re-screened.  The classification of “Not Ready Yet” 
indicates the student was not demonstrating age-appropriate development at the time of testing 
and is intended to alert teachers to consider implementing strategies to bridge the developmental 
gap for this child.   
 
Also attached is the District Report of School Results.  Analysis of this report reveals:  
• Of the 150 Broward elementary schools reporting results, 105 (70%) performed at or above 

the State average in terms of percentage of students ready for school at the beginning of 
kindergarten (2004 State average = 84% ready for school).  In comparison, in 2003-04, 66% 
of Broward schools (95 of 144) performed at or above the State average in terms of 
percentage of students ready for school at the beginning of kindergarten.  Please note the 
State average in 2003 was also 84% of students identified as ready for school.   
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• Notably, of the 45 schools in Broward County performing below the State average in terms 
of the percentage of students ready for school at the beginning of kindergarten in 2004-05, 38 
(84%) are schools receiving Title I services, a federally-funded program for economically 
disadvantaged children.   

 
DIBELS Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) is a standardized, individually administered test that 
provides a measure of early literacy.  Students are presented with upper- and lower-case letters 
arranged in a random order and are asked to name as many letters as they can.  Students are told 
if they do not know a letter they will be told the letter.  The student is allowed 1 minute to 
produce as many letter names as he/she can, and the score is the number of letters named 
correctly in 1 minute.  DIBELS Initial Sound Fluency (ISF) is a standardized, individually 
administered measure of phonological awareness that assesses a child’s ability to recognize and 
produce the initial sound in an orally presented word.  The examiner presents four pictures to the 
child, names each picture, and then asks the child to identify (i.e., point to or say) the picture that 
begins with the sound produced orally by the examiner.  The child is also asked to orally produce 
the beginning sound for an orally presented word that matches one of the given pictures.  The 
examiner calculates the amount of time taken to identify/produce the correct sound and converts 
the score into the number of onsets correct in a minute.  The ISF measure takes about 3 minutes 
to administer and has over 20 alternate forms to monitor progress.   
 
Based on the child’s performance on each of these measures, the “risk level” of the child is 
determined.  Scores for both measures are reported in the following categories:   

• Above Average (AA) – the child’s performance was at or above the 60th percentile 
• Low Risk (LR) – the child’s performance was at grade level 
• Moderate Risk (MR) – the child’s performance was moderately below grade level and 

additional intervention is needed 
• High Risk (HR) – the child’s performance was seriously below grade level and 

substantial intervention is needed  
Table 2 displays the results of the DIBELS for Broward County and the State.   
 
Table 2.  Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy (DIBELS)* 
 

Letter Naming Fluency Initial Sounds Fluency 
 Number 

Reported 
 

Status 
 

Percent 
Number 
Reported 

 
Status 

 
Percent 

AA 60 AA 43 
LR 14 LR 20 
MR 13 MR 19 Broward 17,875 

HR 13 

17,913 

HR 18 
AA 48 AA 39 
LR 15 LR 19 
MR 17 MR 20 Florida 175,023 

HR 20 

174,913 

HR 22 
*Due to rounding procedures, sums of percentages may not equal 100%.   
 
As seen in Table 2, Broward results compare favorably to the State distribution.  In the area of 
Letter Naming Fluency, 60% of Broward’s students scored in the Above Average range 
compared to 48% across the State.  In Initial Sounds Fluency, Broward results exceeded the State 
results to a smaller degree, with 43% scoring in the Above Average range as compared to 39% 
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across the State.  As this is the first year of administering DIBELS, only one year of data is 
reported.  Each year additional data will be reported to study trends.   
 
In conclusion, it is clear that information derived from the SRUSS is intended to serve multiple 
purposes.  First, it is designed to assist teachers in understanding the abilities of children entering 
school and informs instruction for struggling students.  In addition, information derived from the 
screening system is expected to aid educators in curriculum planning and improving school 
readiness programs and services for preschool-age children.  To this end, the District 
departments of Primary Education and Child Development Services are continuing to work in 
close cooperation, beginning the process of analyzing data gleaned from the 2002-03, 2003-04 
and 2004-05 administrations of the SRUSS, tracking students longitudinally, and working 
towards alignment of assessment tools and curriculum for preschool and primary education 
programs.  Collaboration between these departments will enable educators to link the skills, 
which will help prepare students to become successful learners in preschool, kindergarten, first 
grade, and beyond.   
 
This memorandum and the attached documents can be accessed on the Student Assessment & 
School Performance website at http://www.broward.k12.fl.us/studentassessment/reports.htm.  If 
you have any question regarding this release please feel free to contact me at (754) 321-2470 or 
Kimberley Kraft, Director of Student Assessment & School Performance, at  
(754) 321-4257.   
 
FT/KAB/KEK:sjm 
Attachments 
 
cc: Senior Management 
 Area Directors 
 Elementary School Principals 
 Diane Carr, Executive Director, Core Curriculum 
 Frank Vodolo, Executive Director, Educational Programs 

Ellen Flynn, Director, Primary Education 
 PTA 
 DAC 
















































































