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SYSTEM (SRUSS) 
  
The Florida Department of Education (DOE) has released the results of the 2003 administration of the 
School Readiness Uniform Screening System (SRUSS).  The SRUSS was administered for the first 
time in the fall of 2002 and is given annually to all kindergarten students during the first 45 days of 
school.  The SRUSS is comprised of two instruments:  A developmental screening instrument, the 
Early Screening Inventory-Kindergarten (ESI-K), and a behavioral screening instrument based on 
teacher observation, either the Work Sampling System (WSS) or the Ready-for-School Behavioral 
Screener (RFS).  Although all districts in Florida are required to administer the ESI-K, districts may 
select either the WSS or the RFS.  In Broward County, students participate in the ESI-K and the WSS.   
 
Please note that, although the DOE has recently released the State, district, and school summary data 
from the 2003 SRUSS administration, individual student results have been available to teachers since 
the time of the test administration, as these tests are scored immediately after testing by the 
administrator and the score sheets provide all of the information needed to report on a student’s 
performance.  Teachers are encouraged to use the data obtained through the SRUSS screening 
instruments to inform parents of their child’s performance and areas of strength and need.  
Nonetheless, the Florida Department of Education emphasizes that it is important for teachers and 
parents to understand that the SRUSS screening instruments are not detailed diagnostic tools, nor are 
they predictive of future performance on other assessments.  However, the DOE does recommend that 
if a child’s score on the ESI-K is in the “Not Ready Yet” category AND administration of the 
behavioral screening (WSS) identifies significant concerns for the child, a specific academic 
improvement plan may be needed.  In Broward County, these students are monitored through ongoing 
informal assessments in the kindergarten classroom, and teachers implement appropriate interventions 
and specialized instructional strategies to assist students in developing the necessary skills.   
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The DOE memorandum titled “Results of 2003 Administration – School Readiness Uniform Screening 
System” and State Report of District Results are attached.  Broward results are found on page one of 
the report and compare favorably to the State distribution.  As can be seen in Table 1 below, results of 
the ESI-K indicate that while 87% of Broward students entering kindergarten in the fall of 2003 were 
considered ready for school at that time, 84% of students entering kindergarten around the State were 
ready.  Also displayed in Table 1, are the results of the 2002 administration of the ESI-K.  When the 
percentages of students in each category are compared from 2002 to 2003, it can be seen that a slightly 
higher proportion of students fell within the “Ready Now” category at both the State and District level 
in 2003.   
 
Table 1.  ESI-K Results* 
 

Number  
Reported 

Percent  
Ready Now 

Percent  
Getting Ready 

Percent  
Not Ready Yet 

2002 16,791 86 10 3 Broward 2003 18,021 87 10 3 
2002 157,939 82 13 5 State 
2003 169,972 84 12 4 

*Due to rounding procedures, sums of percentages may not equal 100%. 
 
The classification of “Ready Now” indicates that the development and abilities of the student were 
consistent with age-level expectations at the time of entry to kindergarten.  The classification of 
“Getting Ready” indicates the student’s performance was inconclusive at the time of testing and there 
may have been other factors that influenced the outcome of the screening.  It is recommended that 
these students be re-screened.  The classification of “Not Ready Yet” indicates the student was not 
demonstrating age-appropriate development at the time of testing and is intended to alert teachers to 
consider implementing strategies to bridge the developmental gap for this child.   
 
Also attached is the District Report of School Results.  Analysis of this report reveals:  
•  Of the 144 Broward elementary schools reporting results, 95 (66%) performed at or above the State 

average in terms of percentage of students ready for school at the beginning of kindergarten (State 
average = 84% ready for school).  In comparison, in 2002, 72% of Broward schools (102 of 141) 
performed at or above the State average in terms of percentage of students ready for school at the 
beginning of kindergarten.  Please note the State average in 2002 was 82% of students identified as 
ready for school.   

•  Notably, of the 49 schools in Broward County performing below the State average in terms of 
percent of students ready for school at the beginning of kindergarten in 2003, 41 (84%) are schools 
receiving Title I services, a federally-funded program for economically disadvantaged children.   

 
While the results of the ESI-K are based on objective performance indicators, results of the WSS are 
determined by teachers’ ratings of the performance indicators in five domains and are, consequently, 
more subjective.  On the WSS, students were generally considered “Proficient” if the skill was 
consistently demonstrated, students were rated as “In Process” if the skill was demonstrated 
inconsistently, and students were rated as “Not Yet” if the skill was not demonstrated.  Table 2 
displays the results of the WSS for Broward County and the State.   
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Table 2.  WSS Results* 
 
   WSS Domain 

   
Personal  
& Social 

Development 

Language & 
Literacy  

Mathematical 
Thinking The Arts 

Physical 
Development  

& Health  

 
Number 
Reported 

(2003) 
Status 2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003 

Proficient 38% 34% 25% 22% 32% 28% 50% 44% 62% 56% 
In Process 56% 60% 64% 67% 56% 61% 46% 52% 34% 40% Broward 18,423 

Not Yet 6% 6% 11% 11% 12% 11% 4% 3% 3% 4% 
Proficient 46% 44% 33% 32% 44% 42% 58% 55% 68% 65% 
In Process 47% 49% 54% 56% 44% 47% 37% 40% 28% 30% State 157,116 

Not Yet 7% 7% 13% 12% 12% 11% 5% 5% 5% 4% 
*Due to rounding procedures, sums of percentages may not equal 100%.   
 
As seen in Table 2, there is some variability in the proportion of students rated as “Proficient” versus 
those rated as “In Process” between Broward County and the State.  For example, 34% of students in 
Broward were rated proficient in Personal and Social Development as compared to 44% of students 
across the State, while 60% of Broward students were rated as “In Process” as compared to 49% of 
students across the State.  In all five of the WSS domains, a smaller proportion of Broward students 
were rated as “Proficient” and a higher proportion of students were rated as “In Process” than students 
across the State.  However, it is equally important to note that Broward schools performed in line with 
State averages in all domains in terms of the percentage of students who were rated as “Not Yet” 
demonstrating the skills measured by this instrument.  It is difficult to determine whether this trend is a 
function of the actual skills of Broward County students or if the finding is an artifact of the 
subjectivity of this measure, as teachers in Broward County may have applied more stringent standards 
when rating their students than teachers in other districts in the State.   
 
It should be noted, as indicated in Table 2, that the proportion of students in Broward County identified 
as “Proficient” decreased in each domain from 2002 to 2003, with the same pattern occurring across 
the State.  In contrast, the proportion of students in Broward and across the State rated as “Not Yet” 
demonstrating the skills measured by this instrument remained the same or decreased in each domain 
except for a slight increase in Broward County for Physical Development and Health.  An overall 
increase is noted both statewide and for Broward County in the percentage of students who are rated as 
“In Process” in terms of demonstrating these skills at the beginning of kindergarten.  Again, it is 
difficult to determine whether this finding is a function of the actual skills of Florida students or if the 
finding is an artifact of the subjectivity of this measure.   
 
The Florida Department of Education has indicated they are continuing to evaluate the implementation 
of the SRUSS and will be effecting additional improvements for school year 2004-2005.  Due to 
changes in the Department’s focus on school readiness, there will be a modification in the behavioral 
screening instruments used during the 2004-2005 administration of the SRUSS.  While the DOE will 
continue to require districts to use a developmental screener (the ESI-K), the behavioral screening 
(WSS or RFS) will be replaced with an instrument that is yet to be determined.  School districts will be 
notified when the replacement has been selected.   
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In conclusion, it is clear that information derived from the SRUSS is intended to serve multiple 
purposes.  First, it is designed to assist teachers in understanding the abilities of children entering 
school and informs instruction for struggling students.  In addition, information derived from the 
screening system is expected to aid educators in curriculum planning and improving school readiness 
programs and services for preschool-age children.  To this end, the District departments of  
Primary Education and Child Development Services are continuing to work in close cooperation, 
beginning the process of analyzing data gleaned from the 2002 and 2003 administrations of the 
SRUSS, tracking students longitudinally, and working towards alignment of assessment tools and 
curriculum for preschool and primary education programs.  Collaboration between these departments 
will enable educators to link the skills, which will help prepare students to become successful learners 
in preschool, kindergarten, first grade, and beyond.  If you have any questions regarding this release, 
please contact Anne Dilgen, Director of Student Assessment, at (754) 321-4257 or  
Kimberley Kraft, Testing Specialist, at (754) 321-4250. 
 
FT/KB/AD/KK:sjm 
Attachments 
 
cc: Senior Management 
 Area Directors 
 Elementary School Principals 
 Diane Carr, Executive Director, Core Curriculum 
 Frank Vodolo, Executive Director, Educational Programs 

Ellen Flynn, Director, Primary Education 
 PTA 
 DAC 
 
 
































































