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SUBJECT: 2002 RESULTS OF THE SCHOOL READINESS UNIFORM SCREENING 

SYSTEM (SRUSS) 
  
The Florida Department of Education (DOE) has released information pertaining to the administration 
results of the School Readiness Uniform Screening System (SRUSS).  The SRUSS was administered 
for the first time in the fall of 2002 and will be given annually to all kindergarten students during the 
first 45 days of school.  The SRUSS is comprised of two instruments:  The Early Screening Inventory-
Kindergarten (ESI-K) and either the Work Sampling System (WSS) or the Ready-for-School 
Behavioral Screener (RFS).  Although all Districts are required to administer the ESI-K, Districts may 
choose either the WSS or the RFS.  In Broward, students participate in the ESI-K and the WSS.   
 
The DOE memorandum and State Report of District Results are attached.  Broward results are found 
on page 5 of the report and compare favorably to the state distribution.  As can be seen in Table 1 
below, results of the ESI-K indicate that while 86% of Broward students entering kindergarten in the 
fall of 2002 were considered ready for school at that time, 82% of students entering kindergarten 
around the state were ready.  
 
Table 1.  ESI-K Results* 

Number  
Reported 

Percent  
Ready Now 

Percent  
Getting Ready 

Percent  
Not Ready Yet 

Broward 16,791 86 10 3 
State 157,939 82 13 5 
*Due to rounding procedures, sums of percentages may not equal 100%.   
 
Also attached is the District Report of School Results.  Analysis of this report reveals that:  

•  Of the 141 Broward elementary schools reporting results, 102 (72%) performed at or above the 
state average in terms of percentage of students ready for school at the beginning of 
kindergarten (State average = 82% ready for school).   

•  Notably, of the 39 schools in Broward County performing below the state average in terms of 
percent of students ready for school at the beginning of kindergarten, 26 are schools receiving 
services through Title I, a federally funded program for economically disadvantaged children.   

•  Furthermore, 99 (70%) of Broward schools had fewer than the state average of 5% of students 
classified as not ready for school at the time of testing.   
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While the results of the ESI-K are based on objective performance indicators, results of the WSS are 
determined by teachers’ ratings of the performance indicators in five domains and are, consequently, 
more subjective.  On the WSS, students were generally considered “Proficient” if the skill was 
demonstrated, students were rated as “In Process” if the skill was not demonstrated consistently, and 
students were rated as “Not Yet” if the skill was not demonstrated.  Table 2 displays the results of the 
WSS for Broward and the State.   
 
Table 2.  WSS Results* 

WSS Domain 
Number 
Reported 

Status Personal & 
Social 

Development 

Language 
& 

Literacy 

Mathematical 
Thinking 

The Arts Physical 
Development 

& Health 
Broward 18,137  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
  Proficient 38 25 32 50 62 
  In Process 56 64 56 46 34 
  Not Yet  6 11 12  4  3 
State 152,946  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
  Proficient 46 33 44 58 68 
  In Process 47 54 44 37 28 
  Not Yet  7 13 12  5  5 
*Due to rounding procedures, sums of percentages may not equal 100%.   
 
As seen in Table 2, there is some variability between the State and Broward averages in terms of the 
percentage of students rated as “Proficient” versus those rated as “In Process.”  For example, 38% of 
students in Broward are considered proficient in Personal and Social Development, as compared to 
46% of students across the State.  In all five of the WSS domains, a smaller proportion of Broward 
students were rated as proficient than students across the state.  However, it is equally important to 
note that Broward schools performed as well or better than the State averages in all domains in terms 
of the percentage of students who were rated as not yet demonstrating the skills measured by this 
instrument.  Again, it is difficult to determine whether this is a function of the actual skills of Broward 
County students or if this is an artifact of the subjectivity of this measure, as teachers in Broward 
County may have applied more stringent standards when rating their students than teachers in other 
districts in the state.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this release, please contact me at (954) 760-7342, or  
Anne Dilgen, Director, Student Assessment, at (754) 321-4257. 
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Attachments 
 
cc: Senior Management 
 Area Directors 
 Elementary School Principals 
 Diane Carr, Executive Director, Core Curriculum 
 Frank Vodolo, Executive Director, Educational Programs 

Ellen Flynn, Director, Primary Education 
 PTA 
 DAC 
































































