Dear Parents/Guardians:

The safety and welfare of our students, faculty, staff and you is a major priority of the District. Effective management of District resources during and following a disaster is vital. In Florida, we are keenly aware of the potential dangers from the threats of international violence to local criminal acts to natural disasters. It is essential that planned actions and an orderly environment be maintained. For these reasons, we support the efforts of the state of Florida and participate actively in Disaster & School Emergency Preparedness. Our efforts include the following four areas:

We will:

1 Instruct students and staff in weather preparedness and in school


emergency procedures designed to maximize safety.

2 Prepare personnel to respond to an emergency according to predetermined 

procedures designed to prevent injuries and provide appropriate first aid and support when necessary.

3 Communicate with students’ families about emergency preparedness

 
measures to assist them in protecting themselves and their property.


4 
Communicate with parents about the school emergency procedures so that in an emergency, school and home can work cooperatively in the best interest of students.

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT SCHOOLS TO DO…

The first priority of every staff member will be to immediately account for and attend to the needs of every child.

· We know that the safest place for your children in an emergency during the school day is on the school campus; children will be kept in the safest location on  school grounds until they can be reunited with their families.

· Students may not be sent home before dismissal time and, if conditions are severe enough, may be kept on campus until such time as it can be determined that it is safe for students to return to their homes in the usual manner.

· The movement of children from the school campus will be considered only when authorities have determined that occupation of the school campus is unreasonable due to unsafe conditions or threats.

· Staff members will work cooperatively with emergency agencies such as Law Enforcement and Fire Rescue authorities and other appropriate local agencies to assure the best possible emergency services available.

· Your children will be instructed regularly in emergency procedures as well as disasters, and will have regularly scheduled opportunities to practice such maneuvers such as a school lock-down and building evacuation.

· The District now has the ability to make mass phone calls to the homes of students, thanks to ParentLink. This feature can be tailored for an individual school or to every family who has children enrolled in a public school. These messages will provide pertinent information on the situation at hand.

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO TO HELP…


• 
In the event of a school emergency, monitor Emergency Broadcast System or local media (tv, radio, internet) for information related to schools.


• 
Realize that school sites have a priority in local Emergency Agency plans and your children are likely to have better access to any emergency services on a school campus than they would in most other locations.


• 
Avoid tying up school telephone lines that will be needed for emergency communications.


• 
Understand that if there is a threat to school safety and security, a predetermined emergency procedure is initiated, THE SCHOOL CAMPUS MAY BE PLACED IN A LOCK-DOWN STATUS and parents calling for children will be expected to wait until all students are accounted for and can be signed out in an orderly procedure. Please DO NOT remove your children from a school campus without signing them out, as this will greatly impede efforts to account for everyone and precious time will be exhausted looking for what is presumed to be a lost child.


• 
Make certain that your children’s school emergency card is accurately and completely filled out and returned to the school. Call the school office promptly to correct any outdated information (for example, a change in your work telephone number or cell number).


• 
If your child needs regular medication, be sure there is always a 3-4 day supply in school office.


• 
Discuss with your children the emergency training they have received at school, give your support by stressing its importance, and encourage them to cooperate with school staff members, both in practice drills and in the event of a real emergency.


• 
Formulate your own home emergency plans and teach your children what they should do as a part of it. Instruct them as to whom they should go for adult supervision if you are not available and what they should do if an emergency occurs when they are en route walking to or from school.
