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FOREIGN STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
 
THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA, ENCOURAGES 
PARTICIPATION IN FOREIGN STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMS. YOUTH 
EXCHANGE PROGRAMS PROVIDE EXCHANGE STUDENTS WITH AN 
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, GIVING THEM A MORE BALANCED 
UNDERSTANDING OF OUR COUNTRY. THESE PROGRAMS ENCOURAGE 
NEW PERSPECTIVES FOR THE SCHOOL’S OWN STUDENTS THAT OPEN 
THEIR MINDS TO THE WORLD. MORE IMPORTANTLY, THEIR 
“CONNECTIONS” HELP TEENAGERS ON BOTH SIDES OF EXCHANGE 
GROW AND GAIN MATURITY (CSIET).  
AUTHORITY: F.S. 1001.41 (1) (2) 
AMENDED RULES APPROVED: 10/23/86 
POLICY ADOPTED: 4/15/86 
AMENDED 4/17/01; 9/18/07 
 
RULES 
 
A. DEFINITIONS 
 
 1. Council on Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET) is an 
organization that sets standards for international youth exchange programs; monitors 
organizations’ compliance with CSIET Standards; publishes the results of the evaluation 
process in the Advisory List and distributes the Advisory list throughout the educational 
community. CSIET is endorsed by the United States Department of State. 
 
 2. Sponsoring Organization is a non-profit organization offering 
international educational and cultural youth exchange experiences through their 
programs. 
 

 3. Sponsor is the person from the participating foreign exchange student 
organization who undertakes responsibility for the recruitment, placement and 
overseeing the local, organization representative of the foreign exchange student for the 
student’s entire exchange experience. 
 
 4. Foreign Exchange Student is a foreign national secondary student who 
has been selected by a sponsor of a youth exchange organization, to participate for up to 
one year of study in a United States public or private secondary school, while living 
with an American host family or residing at an accredited U.S. boarding school, and 
who is seeking to enter, or has entered, the United States temporarily on a J-1 VISA.  
 

 5. Local Organization Representative is the person from the participating 
foreign exchange student program/organization that lives within 120 miles of the 
foreign exchange student; authorized to act on the sponsor’s behalf in both routine and 
emergency matters arising from the student’s participation in their exchange program. 
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B. FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS ENTERING A BROWARD 

COUNTY SCHOOL 
 

1.  Only organizations with tax-exempt status as conferred by the Internal Revenue 
Service pursuant to section 501(c) 3), and organizations that are listed officially 
with the Council on Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET), may 
sponsor a foreign exchange student program in the Broward County School 
District. 

 
2.  The designated sponsoring organization shall assume responsibility for the 

student’s health, safety and legal obligations. 
 
3.  The exchange student shall gain legal entry into the United States as certified 

with a J-1 Exchange Visa, which includes clearance by Homeland Security or the 
appropriate government agency, be a high school (grades 9-12 or the equivalent) 
student, and shall present documented proof with a birth certificate or passport, 
showing that he/she will be at least fifteen (15) years of age, but not have 
attained the age of eighteen and a half (18.5), prior to attendance at the Broward 
school 

 
4.  The exchange student shall not, as a condition of enrollment, request or require a 

diploma of graduation from Broward County Public Schools. International 
exchange students have all rights and responsibilities accorded to Broward 
County Public Schools’ students except the right to a diploma.  

 
5.  The exchange student who is a high school graduate or equivalent (General 

Education Equivalency diploma or similar document) from the country of origin 
must be cleared for the program by the appropriate Area Superintendent and the 
Deputy Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction/Student Support or 
designee. 

 
6.  To be eligible for enrollment in a Broward County school, the local organization 

representative, from the sponsoring organization, of the foreign exchange 
student shall provide documented evidence of the following: 
 
a.  The named host family that has pledged to provide housing for the 

student during the period of enrollment in the school system. 
 

b.  Health, accident, and liability insurance that is valid in the United States  
 

c.  Immunization in accordance with Florida statutes prior to the student's 
first day of attendance in a Broward County public school. 
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d.  A written statement indicating who is responsible for the affected student 

in case of emergency. 
 

e.  Evidence of sufficient English language proficiency, including reading, 
writing and speaking, that will enable the student to successfully function 
at the academic level in which he/she is enrolled. It is not the district’s 
responsibility to provide any form of special tutorial help in English 
proficiency; therefore, foreign exchange students are not eligible for ESOL 
services nor are they eligible for tutoring or other special services. 
Evidence may be one or more of the following: 

 
(a) Written attestation by an official of the student's home school, or of the 
American Embassy in the student's home country, or by an American 
citizen in the student's home country who has taught the student in an 
academic capacity 

 
(b) Submission by the student of a letter in his/her own handwriting in 
English and a micro-cassette tape recording of his/her voice speaking and 
reading English. 
 

f.  A written statement from the sponsoring organization or student's home 
school indicating that the student has not received a high school diploma 
from his/her country of origin. 

 
g.  Valid transcript from the student's sending school, which includes the 

criteria for translating foreign grades into an English comparison.  
 
7. Prior to the student’s arrival in the United States, the sponsor shall secure 

provisional placement at a Broward County High School. 
 
8. Sponsors of student exchange organizations shall secure, prior to the student’s 

departure from their home country, a host family placement for each student 
participant. 

 
a. Sponsors shall not facilitate the entry into the United States for the student 

for whom a host family placement has not been secured.  
b. Sponsors shall not place more than one student with a host family without 

the express prior written consent of the U.S. Department of State.  
c. Sponsors will make no student placement outside 120-mile radius of the 

home of a local, organization representative authorized to act on the 
sponsor’s behalf in both the routine and emergency matters arising from 
the student’s participation in the exchange programs.  

d. Sponsors will ensure that no local, organization representative act as both 
host family and area supervisor. [U.S. Department of State 62.26 (k)(li)] 
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9. In the event of unforeseen circumstances that necessitate a change of host family 

placement, the sponsor shall document the reasons necessitating such change 
and provide this information to the District Guidance Department, [U.S. 
Department of State 62.26. (3)] 

 
10. Procedural clearance for enrollment in a Broward school must be finalized not 

less than fifteen (15) workdays prior to the student's departure from the country 
of origin. If subsequent documentation indicates that such procedural clearance 
was not finalized within the required timeframe, the exchange student shall not 
be admitted to a Broward County school. Requests for procedural clearance 
submitted from any designated sponsor after the required fifteen (15) workday 
period shall not be honored.  

 
11. Initial requests for enrollment from the sponsoring organization’s local 

representative must be accompanied by the required documentation listed in 
Rule #6 and the local organization representative’s signature verifying that they 
have complied with all United States Department of State regulations for 
secondary school student exchange programs {62.25}, and CSIET Standards.  

 
12. The Superintendent, or his/her designee shall approve the admission of each 

exchange student. 
 
13. Upon receiving procedural clearance, the student may register at the appropriate 

high school, which shall be designated as the school within the regular school 
attendance boundary of the host family's residence. 

 
14.  The Code of Student Conduct of the Broward County School Board that applies 

to all students shall be adhered to by the exchange student and follow 
enrollment procedures as prescribed by Policy 5.1 (Enrollment and Withdrawal) 
as well as the high school the student will attend. 

 
15.  As required by the U.S. Department of State, a background check must be 

completed by the sponsoring organization for each member of the host family 
household, eighteen years of age or older, and for the local organization 
representative of the organization. 

 
16.  The School Board of Broward County reserves the right to work with foreign 

exchange organizations that have proven their commitment and responsiveness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 

5013             5013 
 
 
C.  BROWARD COUNTY STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN A FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM  
 
1.  Broward County students who participate in foreign exchange student programs 

shall be withdrawn from their home school in the United States. 
 
2.  Upon application for re-enrollment in the Broward County School, the student 

shall present an official transcript from the foreign school attended, and this will 
be evaluated by the receiving high school. 
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