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Harbordale Elementary is a Kindergarten through 5th grade school located in beautiful Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  It is part of the Fort Lauderdale Innovation Zone within the Broward County School District and is located within the well-established Harbordale neighborhood in eastern Fort Lauderdale. We are just minutes away from downtown Fort Lauderdale, Las Olas Boulevard, the Victoria Park area and the beautiful South Florida beaches.  Opening our doors in 1959, Harbordale currently serves approximately 490 students. Our beautiful campus sits on approximately three acres of land surrounded by apartments, condos and the 17th Street Causeway.  We are one of the smallest schools in Broward County, but one of “Fort Lauderdale’s Best Kept Secrets.”  

Harbordale Elementary School’s mission is to create a positive learning environment where all students are encouraged to strive for excellence academically, socially, and emotionally in a safe and supportive atmosphere.  We offer a rich and diverse curriculum and many cultural experiences designed to meet the individual learning needs of our students through a combined school-wide and community effort. We set high expectations for students, developing curriculum that provides for enrichment, intervention and remediation.  Preparing students for their future is our ultimate goal as our entire Harbordale school community shares the belief that all children can and will learn.

Presently our dedicated teaching staff consists of twenty-six Kindergarten through 5th grade classroom teachers, Special Education Support Facilitators to include Varying Exceptionalities 
and Speech, Specials teachers to include Art/PE, Music, Media and Spanish, and Teacher Assistants. Additionally, our Support Staff team consist of a Principal and Assistant Principal, an ESE Specialist, Guidance Counselor and Literacy Coach.  All members of the teaching staff are highly qualified, certified in their subject area, and several are Nationally Board Certified.  Our Clerical, Custodial and Cafeteria teams are dedicated to assisting staff, students and families, providing nutritious and well-balanced meals and maintaining a clean, beautiful, and safe learning environment. All sixty members of the Harbordale staff are valued and play a vital role in the success of Harbordale. 
Under Florida’s A+ plan, Harbordale proudly earned an “A” rating for the 2017-18 school year and continues to explore the best programs and strategies for our students to experience academic and social success.  We encourage and promote 21st century skills and digital citizenship for all Kindergarten through 5th grade students. Recognizing the need for students to be engaged in 21st century technology and multi-media learning opportunities, teachers create a blended model of traditional teaching and learning, collaborative group activities and technology embedded practice activities and lessons providing a well-rounded program for the students. All students participate in daily specials classes, to includes a rotation of Media, Music, Art, PE and Spanish classes throughout the week.  We strive to instill life-long social skills and core values that will prepare students for college and a successful career in the future. 

Harbordale is also fortunate to have amazing partnerships with parents and the community.  Our parent group, also known as the Harbordale School Association (H.S.A) embodies the school’s purpose. H.S.A. is an organization that exists to enhance the relationship between the school and home by providing parents and educators cooperative opportunities that provide for the physical, emotional and social experiences of children. Over two hundred Harbordale families elect to join the H.S.A. membership each year. H.S.A. generously provides $200 to each 
teacher at the beginning of the school year in order to supply classrooms with additional supplies needed to support student success.  For over 30 years, we have been the recipient of the Golden School Award, recognizing our outstanding volunteers and was recognized by receiving the Five Star School Award for the last several years.  
Effective communication is a priority and vital to our success in bridging connections between home to school.  In this current age of instantaneous, 24/7 access, the school continuously strives to develop effective methods to build and strengthen our school community.  Harbordale uses a combination of electronic and paper systems to communicate student progress, policies and procedures, upcoming events, and important information necessary for student success.  No longer are flyers in the backpack the norm.  We have gone 21st century with a variety of methods to communicate and disseminate important information to all of our stakeholders.  School and parent websites, a year-long master calendar, weekly staff and parent bulletins, Twitter and Facebook accounts, phone blasts, regular e-mail messages, text messages and marquee encourage active participation by keeping families informed of the latest happenings at Harbordale. Using state-of-the-art equipment, our daily school news is communicated and delivered to students and teachers through WHBD, our school-wide broadcasting system. Additionally, all Kindergarten through 5th grade students are issued a Harbordale Red Folder to go home every Tuesday with information and completed assignments and 2nd through 5th graders are provided student planners in an effort to teach organizational skills and improve the home to school connection.  

In addition to our academic focus, Harbordale participates in many fun, motivating and educational activities to encourage school spirit.  The school year begins in August with a “Welcome Back Orientation” and first day “Coffee and Kleenex”, followed by the SuperSale fundraiser, our Annual Barnes and Noble Family Night and Veteran’s Day Recognition 
Ceremony.   Throughout the year, HSA plans a variety of activities to include Pumpkin Pizzazz, Holiday Shop, Walk-a-thon, Bingo and Tile Nights and various other fundraisers.  Under the direction of our talented Music teacher, our 4th and 5th Chorus perform at “Christmas on Las Olas”, an annual downtown holiday event.  Additional opportunities offered annually include Career Day, Jump Rope for Heart, field days, primary and intermediate talent shows, science presentations, Fort Lauderdale Garden Club presentations, Foreign Language Competition, Meet the Masters, Opera/Jazz performances and grade level musical presentations.  At the end of the year, our volunteers are cordially invited to a recognition breakfast, where they are showered with thanks.   There’s not a dry eye in the house when Kindergarten and 1st graders sing appreciation songs and 5th grade students present thank-you letters to their parents.  There’s something for everyone!!!!

We believe Harbordale is successful due to the combined efforts of home, school and the community.  As our school strives to continually improve and overcome future challenges, the school community also looks forward to continuing our tradition of success year after year.  Come out and see why Harbordale Elementary is named one of the BEST KEPT SECRETS IN FORT LAUDERDALE!

Theresa Bucolo, Principal

Jennifer Kashdin, Assistant Principal
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