SOUTH PLANTATION HIGH SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE POLICY 2015-2016

Thank you for entrusting us with the education of your child and for being our partners in creating responsible young adults.  Because attendance is such a critical component to academic success, we would like to review some aspects of our current attendance policy. 
· Parents must excuse an absence/tardy via a phone call or note within 2 school days following the absence/tardy or it will be considered unexcused.  A reason for such absence/tardy must align with one of the eight School Board allowed reasons as stated in the Student Code of Conduct.  

· According to School Board Policy 5.5, a student may be establishing a pattern of non-attendance when he or she has an accumulation of tardiness, early sign-outs, and/or absences (excused and unexcused) that exceed 5 days in one marking period or 10 days in 2 marking periods.

· If your child has over 5 total (excused or unexcused) absences, accumulation of tardiness, and/or early sign-outs in one marking period and is exhibiting a possible pattern of non-attendance, you will be asked to provide proper documentation to excuse any subsequent attendance incidents.  Such documentation may include a Broward County Verification of Absence form with a release of medical information for the physician treating the student.

· Please note that unless excused under the provisions of the School Board Attendance policy 5.5, accumulated tardiness will be recorded as unexcused absences.
· Fifteen (15) unexcused absences within a 90 day calendar = Driver’s license suspended or permit not issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles.
· All students are expected to make up class work missed during an excused absence.  Make-up work for full-earned credit and grade is allowed for all absences. Students have two (2) class days to make-up the work for each class day of an absence, not including the day of return. However, previously assigned work is due the day of return. 
· The consequences for unexcused tardiness are the following:
a.   
Adverse effect on learning critical content needed for academic success.
b. Loss of driver’s License or ability to obtain driver’s license.

c. Progressive consequences as determined by Administration if the pattern of non-attendance persists.
It is important to be on-time and in school every day.  Again, it is imperative that you remember to excuse your child’s absence/tardy within 2 school days following the absence/tardy.  We look forward to your support in providing your child with the best possible education.

Note: A list of frequently asked questions regarding attendance can be found on our website at http://www.southplantation.org
We believe that attendance is an important criterion toward the future success of all students at South Plantation High School.  Our Tardy program is intended to deter tardiness and absenteeism that will negatively affect student performance and disrupt the learning process of others. 

South Plantation Tardy Policy
Tardy Rule:  All students are required to be in school and in class on time.

Part I:  Round up/ Lock Out Component

1. All classroom doors will be locked when the tardy bell rings.

2. No students will be admitted to class after the tardy bell without a pass from 

administration or ISP Supervisor.  If a teacher receives a questionable pass, please notify the student’s administrator or ISP Supervisor.

3. The administrative staff and security team will “round up” students that are in the hallway after the tardy bell and direct them to ISP.

4. All students that enter ISP before the 10-minute grace period will be given a pass and or consequence back to class.

5. All students that enter ISP after the grace period expires will remain in ISP for the remainder of the period.

Part II: Disciplinary Consequence Plan

1. First Offense:  Will serve as a warning and will be used to inform students that they must be in class prior to the third bell. 

2. Second Offense:  Student will be issued a second final warning before a parent is notified.

3. Third Offense:  Student will be issued an after school detention.

4. Forth Offense:
Student will stay in ISP for the remainder of the period. A referral will be written by the ISP Supervisor to the student’s administrator.  Administrator will contact the student’s parent and inform the student and parent of future consequences and be placed on an attendance contract.

5. Fifth Offense:  Student will be assigned (1) day of Saturday school.  The ISP Supervisor will write a referral to the student’s administrator.

6. Sixth Offense:
Student will be assigned (1) day of ISP.   The ISP Supervisor will write a referral to the student’s administrator.

7. Seventh Offense:  Student will be assigned (2) days in ISP. The ISP Supervisor will write a referral to the student’s administrator.

8. Eighth Offense:  Student will be assigned (3) days in ISP.  The ISP Supervisor will write a referral to the student’s administrator.

Attendance/Tardy Letter Acknowledgement Form
Student’s Printed Name:  
________________________________________________
Date:  


________________________________

First Period Teacher:
______________________________________________________
I acknowledge that I received and reviewed a copy of the Attendance Policy 2011-2012.

Parent/Guardian Signature:
_______________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________

Please sign and return it to your child’s FIRST period teacher.
