WHO SHOULD WORK
WITH THE MEDIA??

Renentoer, workingw threportersisn’'t all gl oomand doom Sonetines reporters are cal | i ng about
sonet hi ng “good” that’ s happeni ng.

It can be anyt hi ng fromwanti ng t o t ake phot ogr aphs of newcl assroons (good) to reporti ng on an
acci dent i nvol vi ng st udent s on canpus (not so good). Dependi ng on the situation, different peopl e nay
take the l ead whental kingwth the press.

In nost cases, the principal shoul d be the nai n poi nt personwhen workingwth reporters. Hwever, in
sone cases, a staff nenter other thanthe princi pal —but aut hori zed BY t he princi pal — can be t he one
towork wthreporters (i.e. assistant principal, gui dance counsel or, etc.) That isusual ly for “soft nevs,”
such as:

Uocom ng PTA event

Hol i day cel ebrati on

Sudent or staff neniber honored

Character Day inthe nedi a center

Tips ongetting schol arships andfinancial aidfor col ege

Wien it cones to energency situations, the principal MIST BEthe poi nt person for the school. That does
not nean; hovever, that theprincipal wll beleft all aone, sdeyresponsiblefor talkingwthreporters.

Duringacrisis, the Gomuni cati ons & Media Rel ations Departnent wil |l stepinand provi de a “spokesper son” who
talksdirectlywththe nedia. Gomunications & Mdia Relations wil work wththe principal togather i nffornati onas
vel | as providethe prinicipal wth updates andinstructions on anyt hi ngthat needs t o be done.

Renenfer, Gonmuni cations & Medi a Rel ati ons can hel p you t hrough t hese situati ons —and there i s no such thi ng as
asillyquestion. That i s why the Gonmuni cations & Media Rel ations Departnent is there —better to ask nowthan be
sarylaer.



