WHAT IS NEWS?

There are probabl y as nany definitions of news asthere are peopletryingtodefineit. There are, how
ever, certainel enents journalists consider when exanini ng an event.

/TISNGBIF..

e It hassignificancetothegenera public

e ltistindy

e Thereis hunaninterest

e Itisuniqueorit is sonethingnewtothe area
e There' s nothing el se goi ng onthat day

Aongwththe above points, there are two general “categories” of news to consider: “Hurd News” and
“Soft News. ”

Hard news i s any fast-breakingitemthat has significant civicor paitica inportance. These stories
usual |y | ead t he eveni ng news or are foundinthe nai n sections of the newspaper (Front sectionor Local
sectian).

Sone exanpl es of Hard Nevis are:

e Latest test scores rel eased e Teacher(s) arrested
e Newanended Dstrict palicies e Sudent(s) arrested
e Boundary changes e Lavsuit(s)

Soft news is anything of afeature-type event, and usual |y offers anin-depth | ook or exaninati on of
students, prograns or i ssues. Wiil e sone peopl e nay feel their event i s hard news, after examnation, it
nay act ual | y be soft news.

Sone exanpl es of Soft Nevs are:

e Innovati ve t eachi ng net hods  ass doi ng conmuni ty servi ce

e F0invadvedinclubs/activities e School debuts butterfly garden
e Teacher w ns award e Avnard-w nni ng band/ ¢l ub
* Assenblies * S udents/teachers honored



