THE MEDIA -
WHY DO WE NEED THEM??

“Al they doarebad stories.”
“They never | ook at the positive thi ngs happeni ng, j ust the negative.”

“Thevaon't care/f theyget it right, just thal theyger it first.”

Sound faml i ar ?

For many of us, these statenents express howwe feel about the nedia. Wiile there nay be sone truth
tothese sentinents, therearethreethings that are fact:

() Thenediaisnt going anay anyti ne soon;
(2  Sooner or later, as aschool admnistrator, you' |l havetodea wththem
(3  They can hel p us get our Good News out to the public.

You nay ask: “Wiy do| havetotalk wthreporters? Gan't soneone el sedoit?”

WVl |, insone cases yes. |f anenergency situationor crisisarisesat your school, the Gormunity Rel a-
tions Departnent isinplaceready tospringintoactionandhel pyou. But duringthe course of a school
year, there aretinges when youw | be the point-person for the nedi a.

W al | knowt hi ngs happeninand to our school s that are not al ways positive. Andreporters are quick to
cover nany of them They al so shine the spotlight on nany of the “good” thi ngs that happen, too. And
that’s why we need them- they are the nai n condui t that provides infornationtoour conmunity.

You havetolook at it asag ve-and-take situation. |If youwant reporterstocover a“good’ thingat your
school , you have to be avail abl e t o report ers when sonet hi ng “bad” may happen.

V¢ want the whol e story of educationto get out, whichis why we need towork as best we canwiththe
nedi a. |f wejust all owthemto cover the “bad” things anddon't work to pronote al | the positivethings
happeni ng, our comnmuni ty i s goi ng to get an even nore sl ant ed vi ewof Broward’ s school system
It'saddicateba acingact —andit isn't perfect.

Sodon't viewthe nediaas the “eneny,” but rather an“ally” whenit cones to promoting al | the wonder-
ful things happeni ng at your school . You, your staff and your students work hard, and al | of you deserve
t 0 be recogni zed.

And zhat s why we need t he nedi a.



