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f'requentl}r receive e-mails and calls from African American and Hispanic

American PELI!'Eﬂt-S, DZFtEﬂ ﬂlD’[hEIS, W].'lﬂ are rtorn ]:retween ﬂflE ﬂEEd o

meet the academic needs of their children and their social/emotional
needs. While these parents want their children to be challenged academi-
cslll}r, ﬂlE}r also want them to be happ}r, o fit in suciaﬂ}r, and to have friends.
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in schoal settings, schools are now more
ngn:gn.t:d. than ever before, .|.1:|rJ.1.1.|:|.1.|:|.g
their g.lftl:::l Programs. Until g.lftlnd pro-
grams become more rac ¥ and ol
nJ.l],r dirverse, whar can diverse parents do
to meet both the academic and affective
needs of their children?

Parents and educators must recop-
nize that cul diverse students are
g.ifm:l .n-a!'culmrnll}r diverse. Like g;i.thd.
students, Theynucn:ltnhwe their abilities
m:ng.n.im.:l and |:|:|.e:,r need to be chal-
]:ngc.:L Like diverse students, 'I'J:.e:r ne=d
o have their culture fe.g., walues, tadi-
tions, customs, etc.) n.ckn-:uwic.:lg-:.:l,
m:Pertcn:L and otherwize affirmed.
Abraham Mislow tught us thar, in
order to reach our fu.LlP-:ht:n.'l:i.nl;. we
must have our basic needs met. This
includes the need for n.'E:t}l_. I:--d.-:h.n.g.i.ng,
id.mﬂrp and esteem. Por dbverse g.lftl:n:l
children d.c-.rel-:F nPr.i.m.nU:‘l,r, 'rJ:.-::,rmu:r
ke d:.n.ll-:ngacl a'nd"n.PPrec.iﬂud.

Al:l:.-:hu.gh Ejft:n:l FIogams are not as
diverse as Imuld.li.kemducultu:ﬂl}r
diverse students and parents would wish,
my initial Pr&m:n.n-: is For diverse par-
ents o keep their children enrolled in

J:.nﬂmg.ng P 5 even if there are

Few diverse students. In the ln::.l:l.g U,

students will benetic ncn.d.emdu:nll.}r and

P:-:\fcni.-:hmﬂf from rnh.n.g such classes.

However, diverse parenits will have o

Compensate for thiz lack of |:|:i1.rer:.i.1.].r.

Here are a few suggestions:

*  Be involved as much as P-:hsu:ﬂ:-lcm
Four child’s school and clhssroom:
voluntesr as often as Pm-s.l.l:h.l-_

. Bemn.::l:.rq:ﬂ.teﬁ:-:].r-:-urchﬂd;:hue
FOUT CORCETNS with school person-
nel.

*  TWork with school teachers, coun-
gelors and administrators to PID'I.I'jl:I.E
a safe and CIJJ.I.'I.I.I.'IJ.I.?' responsive
l-u:l.r.n.i::l.g ervironment. Share ideas
and mIgpesticns with schoal persan-

nel abour mnlu.n.g the school and
classrocms nurturbng for diverse sto-
dents.

s Work with teachers d.w:l-:-l:! mul-

teultural activities, pPrograms, and
curdoala.

*  Join the parent-teacher crpanization

a5 @ Way to advocate further £:-r],r-:-u.1:
d:.ild_HdPtl:h -:|.eu'-=|.-:-P sodal acthri-
tie= for all students tl:hw-:-ﬂr.tnged:l.ﬂ
and o gettl:hlu:l.-:-r.rﬂd:. other (The
less we know about sach other, the
muoTe mm.nleup.]-ﬂ:.‘is orgZaniza-
tion can also support mestings and
warkshops that focus on all school
members Eemmingculm:nlh,rsmsi.-
thre, @ware, and Competent.

*  Starta Pﬂ.n:n.rffn.n:.i.l}r organization

For E;.Fmi students and encourage
d iwerse parents to particpate as

members and leaders.

. I.I:D.I'\:JF\E}I\:-IJI child in activities and

organizations where members are

diverse, Students hawe a life sutsids
of school where their cultural needs
can also be met.

*  Encourage echool administratocs oo
hire a diverse staff, including teach-
er= and counselors.

*  Worlk with schools and organiza-
thoms to find your child a mentor
[e.g., £:HI'.I:|1EI.' rh.l.n:l-:n.r, mﬂcge Ftu-
n:l.-l:n.t, bu.:incnPe:mn::l I|:|.-=n.|.|.]', |:|:|.-|:

PRSI I [ R I Ll
MENieD SoUld SuEie Folulr colds

interests and background; this often
increases their bonding.

*  Be open and honest with your child
With this knowledge, your child is

Clen:lr, parents want their children
to be happy while in school. Although
!-'tl.'l.d.ﬂ:lﬂ :Pmdnmdmblenm-:-unt l:l:F

dmcinthl,ﬂ:.c}rn]s-:-hmcn]i& oar-
side its walls. Therefore, parsnts can
structure out-of-schoal Experienoes that
J:l.dP to nurture thelr children’s cultural
identities and socialfemotional well-
|:-r_i.1:|g. In their owm l.'.igJ:l.l.', the fn].l.n:-wmg
suggestions hawe the ultimate gcul af
promaoting racial P:l:h:lc in children. My
persomal and professional experiences
bare comrinced me that diverss children
who have strong, positive racial identi-
ties are morne Jilr.d}r to achiewe and be
resilient in the face cnfn.d.uen:iq.r [e.g., dis-
crimination, peer Prﬂ-mre} than chil-
dren who are lost, confused, and
ambiralent. Pl:rhn:p: Eleanor Roosevelt
-:nPn.u:ui thiz notion best with her state-
ment, ‘Mo one can make ]'n:-ufed.i.nfe-

rdor without your consent.” Some

sugpestions:

¢  Trovolve your children in organiza-
tons that are both dbrerse and

achi riented.

* Let your child atrend and pareidi-
pat=s in cultural events.

*  Wisit JJ.i.:m:I:iCHJ.I.}I' Black mﬂcgu and

universites so that your child can
see successful dbrerse students in an
academic setting; this image al=a
ghows that thers s life after F-12
schooling,

* Epnniblc, live in a diverss commu-
mtj

- ﬂﬂli bﬂﬂ\ﬂ 'I‘-I:I.I:h. r chidld aboat
..-ulmrnll}r diverse students whao are
g.ifred. (eg. Maizow ar Blue .HH‘.I!.
Fasr Talk ow a Slow Toaok; Yolandas
Crenins; Dens Say Ail; A Hape in
the Lhueen). This J:.-l:lP: children o
not feel alone and to find wWays to
cope with their concerns. S:im.iln:.l.;.
watch movies that contain positive
images af diverss E.L'Ftb:l. smdents
(g Fimding Forrester).

# PRead books with your children
absourt characters who faced negathve
pressums, but mmed.ed[e.g.,f Wsh
§ Wewe a Bmﬁ', 213 Valewsimes;

EMEHPJEE %)

272

Special Populations Topic 11 HO 1, continued

GIFTED CHILD TODAY 2T



rmﬁn;dﬁamfdgr F]
antgifted policemakers wha are alwmys
J.DDHII.E.EDI ways -:-.E:l:n.1.|:|.1.|:|:|.|.tl.|:|g or elim-
inating services to students with s_p-a:inl
needs” (Renmulli, 2004, p. 67).

“RBesearch”® can lead us n.n:rwhe:e,
and one’s interpretation af :Puclﬁv: find-
ings seems as lag.i.ﬁm.n.t: ax another per-
son’s view. [th tme to recognize this and

mmimﬂrﬁmn pape 27
g Crace; Whhite Socks Ghily;
Yarg the Toumges and Hir Tereible
Ear; Anssher Way rs Dince).

# Sham P-er:-:-.n.nl experiznoes with
your child about hew you overcame
social i injustices. Your Dl:i_|-ﬁ.‘|:|'l.l'e is o
instill hope in your child.

#  Talk to Four child about the true
mieaning of fri:u.d.:h.i.P. Many stu-
dent: are =o Eager to have compar:-
in:\n:.]::iP that affiliate with
cliz=mates without mgn.td. to their
:l:.n.m:ner, m:ep:.t}r, mn:'.gn:-n]s.

+  Be forthright in acknowledging that
diverse studencs may exert negative

mnﬁluﬁfam;ﬂg 54q

democrate clasroom environment is
one where all students are Pn:-uci.d.ed. wich
the r.iEJ:.t to leam. Such a classrom must
consider the unique and differential
needs, Interests, and abilites of all stu-
dents, and this includes the needs, inter-
ests, and abilities of gifted snadents.

T]:.-:}r ares 'Inlhn.g about “account
abilit}L“Wcmnuu their term to adwo-
cate mb-ﬂ!ﬂ]fnfgjfbd:mdmmﬁ"ﬁle
the major -:n:lfl]:l.n.ﬂ': of the discussion
related o n.-:c-:-u.ntn]:-.i.ﬁr:r focuses an the
outoarmes aof 'hu..:l:.tn.g and lﬂr.u.ing, we
mead to redefine the term 2o it includes
moral accountability cr the need o
make educatars and Pc-].i.q.mhe::

return to the basics: a:lu.n:n.tng g.ifred.

i-|‘|1||'|n-'r| i -.rulrl: 1'|‘||:|r '.I'ﬁl1||'| 'rrlulng T.-:h:l

H-::Uin.g'lrc-:l:rh nﬂ:-lm.d in praiss, rather
than shake her head in disappointment.

Qs Any last thoughts?

Just ome: When you find the emperor is
naked, say so.

FeeT pressures on your child (=g

ACCUSE  yOur child of “acting

Whit="). This is another form of

discriminaticn that

ignored.

#  Talk wich Four child abour |:-=|.|:|.g
assertive at initiating discussions
with dassmates.

= Ahove all else, dont los= J:l.-:-Pe ar
faith. Be conscious, deliberate, con-
sistent, and :.!.r:rﬂnn.ﬁc in.n..:hrn:u:n.ﬂn.g
For your child.

Mot much haz been written abouot
“parenting -:ulmmll:.:,r diverse E;if::.:l stu-
n:|.-|:|:|.'|:l.1P Hm BOITLE ::er:.n:-lu:: ]:.m
written books an parenting diverse chil-

cannot IJ'E

accountable for their decisions and the
outcome: commensurate to thess desi-
sions. Provocative questions that ask
'l'-l:I:.]' and how decidions are made con-
cerning the education of the g.ifh:d.i:n
form of moral n..xmnrn]:-:i]:ir:r that wre, as
advocates for the g.l.'Fh:.:L must I:-ri.n.g to
the attenton of athers.

Th-::r ars rnlhn.g about “academic
rigor.” We can use their term to advocate
on behalf -:hfg.lfhﬂd. students. Hi.smr.i:ﬂ“:‘l,l,
the drive tl:hid.m‘l:i:l:.j the dimensions of
academic ngor and 1I:I:I.Plﬂ:l:l.ﬂ:l.l.’ academi-
:nJ.lj rgorous curtiouls have bean azsod-
ated with sducators of the E_ifrai and
giﬁ'aie::lucn.l:i.-:-:l:l_Wenmi r-:-Pr-:-'l.r.id.e the
bn.ckgmu.nd and the direction for acade-

Renmulli, J. (2004). Expanding the
umbrella: An interdesr with _Tn:-scl:lh
F.gn.mﬂi.-.&?frﬂﬂv'm 26, B5%67.

Siberman, L. 5. (2001). This issue hon-
ors Annemarie er—a Ei.l:red.
teacher and teacher of the E;.Ifru:l-
Rﬂ.?ﬂﬂwm 25, 188,

dren that mJgJ:.r be a ]:|.-=|:|_:|£.1.|. resouroe.
Books on J:l.-e]fl:l.l:l.g children cope with
Pe=T pressures may ales offer i:u.:i.ghn:
and suggestions. Several of the abowe
sugpesticns were borroweed from strace-
Eies my mother nd.-:h_ptad. as she faced the
forced chodoe of Pln.cu:lg me In schools
where I did not have to sacrifice achieve-
ment or social ::d.m:i.c\n.ﬂril:!:.

All oF us—parents, educators, and
others—must take a vested interest in
and ke proactive in nurturing :ulrumu;ll,r
divers= E;ifred. students. We must work
n:-g:rher as if our collactire Fature
depends on it—because it does.

mic rigor as thi topic is addmszed
among educators and policymakers.
Oithers need to understand horer g.ifmd.
education can and does contribute o
gv:n.eml educarion.

There nJ:wn.]-: has been discussion
abeour the negathes m-:lPoa:i:iws of edu-
catl onaless, rheln.n.gu.nge oolmed |:-:,r-m:|u-
cators to  describe  and promote
intentions and directions in education.
Advocates of g.lfmd education need to
use the current educational jargon to
draft their II.EI.'I.I'I:-EII.E_!.I' effors. F.:d.-_EiJ:l.u:lg
the commen for the comman
gmd. q:nfg.ifh:a:l studante iz rhcd:.n.llﬂ:ge
and demand n:-ft-:-:ln.].r': educational J_:l-:-l'irh
ical clirmare.
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