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Topic 11
Key 

Questions

How do 
the many 
different 
types of 
families 
and the 
challenges 
they face 
affect the 
development 
of the gifted 
student 
from special 
population 
groups? 

Identify and 
describe the 
impact of 
non-tradition-
al experienc-
es, values, 
and cultural 
expectations 
on the devel-
opment and 
educational 
experiences 
of gifted 
students. 
(GT1K6)

Identify the 
unique char-
acteristics 
and needs 
of gifted 
students 
from diverse 
family struc-
tures.
(GT3K3; 
GT3K4)

(continued)

Students should read Topic 11 HO 1 and 2
before class. As a large group, define the
concepts of assimilation and cultural plural-
ism. Analyze the article (Topic 11 HO 1) and
describe the pressures on diverse families
in relation to the conflict between the ethnic 
or cultural back-ground and dominant 
culture. How are expectations, norms, and 
values different? How can teachers bridge 
these differences in the gifted program? 

In small groups, analyze article in Topic 11
HO 2, which must be retrieved from http://
www.gifted.uconn.edu/NRCGT/reports/rm
02168/rm02168.pdf. Develop a list of guide-
lines and resources that teachers can use 
to prevent gifted students from dropping 
out. This could be presented in a brochure 
or newsletter to teachers. This could also 
be modified as a list of guidelines for the 
parents of these high-risk gifted students.

In small groups, brainstorm the many
types of family structures, circumstances,
and pressures that gifted students from 
diverse families experience, which may 
affect academic achievement. Compare 
this with the list in Topic 11 HO 3. 

Review the interview schedule in Topic 11 
HO 4. (continued)

Effective 
participation 
in group 
discussion and 
activity.

List of guide-
lines for 
teachers and/
or parents on 
preventing 
dropouts of 
gifted students 
(brochure or 
newsletter).

(continued)
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Topic 11
Key 

Questions

How do 
the many 
different 
types of 
families 
and the 
challenges 
they face 
affect the 
development 
of the gifted 
student 
from special 
population 
groups? 

Identify 
strategies 
for stimu-
lating 
personal 
growth 
of gifted 
students 
from 
diverse 
families. 
(GT4S6)

Identify 
communi-
ty support 
systems 
for 
diverse 
families 
of gifted 
students. 
(GT10S2)

Discuss the relevance of these questions in
relation to understanding the gifted student,
curriculum, and parent rights and responsi-
bilities. Participants may use this list as a
resource in parent conferencing and in 
identifying resources that can assist families 
with problems or crises.

In a large group, review the state guidelines 
on the rights and role of the parents in the
educational planning team for gifted 
students (See http://www.fldoe.org/BII/
Gifted_Ed). Discuss how to support those 
parents who may not be aware of these 
rights.

Extended Activity: Develop a presentation 
for parents on the rights and roles of parents 
from diverse populations in the educational 
development of their gifted students.

Extended Activity: Research services in the 
community that support the needs of diverse 
families and the gifted student, such as 
mental health services, medical services, 
social services, judicial system, and cultural 
associations. Develop this
into a creative brochure that could be 
distributed to families from diverse 
structures and pressures. 

A data collection 
instrument that
provides a profile 
to use in parent 
conferences, 
instructional 
planning, and 
guidance 
recommenda-
tions.

Presentation for 
parents on rights
and responsibili-
ties in the educa-
tional planning 
team.

List identifying re-
sources that can 
assist families 
with problems or 
crises.

A brochure of 
services.

Diverse Family Structures 
and Circumstances that 
Impact Gifted Students. 
(Topic 11 HO 3)

Structured Interview for 
Parents of the gifted child 
from a diverse family. 
(Topic 11 HO 4)
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