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The Executive Summary (ES) provides the school an opportunity to describe in narrative form its vision as well as strengths and challenges within the context of continuous improvement. Use this template to complete the responses to the various questions below.    The responses should be brief, descriptive, and appropriate for the specific section. Transfer completed narratives into the corresponding sections of the Executive Summary found online in ASSIST.
Description of the School

Describe the school's size, community/communities, location, and changes it has experienced in the last three years. Include demographic information about the students, staff, and community at large. What unique features and challenges are associated with the community/communities the school serves?
Notable Achievements and Areas of Improvement
Describe the school's notable achievements and areas of improvement in the last three years. Additionally, describe areas for improvement that the school is striving to achieve in the next three years.
Additional Information
Provide any additional information you would like to share with the public and community that were not prompted in the previous sections.

Westchester is an elementary school located in Coral Springs, Florida.  Coral Springs is a city located in the northwest section of Broward County.  There are 12 elementary schools in the City of Coral Springs and Westchester is the largest elementary school in Coral Springs.  The 2010 Census listed the population of Coral Springs 121,096.  It is a very family friendly city with a low crime rate.


Westchester opened in 1974 as a portable site and now the school has three main buildings and 12 modulars. Westchester enrolls students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade. The school had two preschool classrooms until 2014. Due to higher enrollment, the preschool classes were discontinued.  The current enrollment is 1,228 students.  The enrollment for the past 10 years has been between 1,180 and 1,285.  


There has been no significant change in the amount of students enrolled at Westchester in the past three years.  The enrollment in the last three years has ranged between 1,190 to 1,280 students.  Westchester has a diverse student population with 40% Caucasian, 19% Black, 29% Hispanic, 4% Multi-Racial and 7% Asian.  However, our staff demographics don’te quite match our students. Westchester has 74 instructional staff members, five clerical staff, 6 custodial staff members and two administrators. The staff demographics are 6% Black, 7% Hispanic, 2% Asian and 85% Caucasian. 








The Philosophy of Westchester Elementary School is to foster the development of each child to his/her greatest potential.  All faculty and staff members have a basic responsibility to create an environment conducive to learning, and to provide necessary opportunities for learning to take place. Westchester Elementary School is dedicated to providing excellence in education through innovation; to instill a life-long love of learning in students and teachers; and to celebrating diversity within a caring environment.  Westchester will nurture competent and thoughtful citizens who are positively engaged in the making of the future.  


We Believe


Students should learn to use their minds well.


In the concept of student as worker.


Teaching and learning should be personalized.


Learning should be fun.


All children can learn, though at different rates.


The school’s goals should be met through varying means to accommodate different learning styles.


Students can demonstrate mastery of skills in a variety of ways, as they become independent learners.


Principal and teachers should perceive themselves as generalists with a sense of commitment to the entire school.


The academic focus should be objective oriented to depth of learning rather than curriculum driven.


A “tone of decency” should emanate from the home and permeate the entire school and community. 





Westchester has created a school of “Digital Citizens.”  We are a Digital 3, 4 and 5 school.  With Digital 3, 4,5, all students have their own laptop for Digital and Personalized Learning Projects. The students in grades 4 and 5 are allowed to take the laptop home daily. Digital 3, 4, and 5 is used to (1) maximize learning outcomes for all students, (2) personalize instruction for the wide differentiation of learners, (3) increase student engagement and collaboration, and (4) enable students to perform real-world, complex learning experiences in multiple settings.  The purpose of this program is to (1) drive more rigorous, purposeful, and differentiated student learning, and (2) enable teachers to expand their impact by creating online resources, using technology to free them up to focus on differentiating for all learners, transform approaches to distilling rigorous and purposeful curricula, and streamline data management. Students are given access to high-quality opportunities for knowledge and demonstration of their mastery.





























School’s Purpose


Provide the school's purpose statement and ancillary content such as mission, vision, 


values, and/or beliefs. Describe how the school embodies its purpose through its program offerings and expectations for students.








Westchester Elementary has received The Golden School Award for 35 consecutive years. The Golden School Award recognizes elementary, secondary and adult schools that meet the following criteria: A minimum of 80 percent of the school staff participated in training related to school volunteerism.  A school volunteer coordinator is designated for recruitment, placement, training and supervision of school volunteers. The total number of hours of volunteer service equals twice the number of students enrolled in the school. Any volunteer activity that contributes to student improvement may be counted.  Westchester is also the only school in the district to pilot the Reading Plus Program. Reading Plus is a web-based program serving students in grades 3 and up that transforms how, what, and why students read while broadening interest and building knowledge. Five years ago, Westchester only had 5 out of 61 classrooms with an Interactive SMART Board.  We now have SMART boards in all of our classrooms and we also have a SMART certified trainer on staff. We are one of two schools in our district with a certified trainer. Our goal for the next few years is to become a SMART Showcase School from SMART Technologies.  SMART Showcase schools demonstrate how SMART products can transform classrooms and improve learning outcomes. They serve as host sites for educators who are interested in implementing SMART products and receive benefits, including professional development opportunities. 











Westchester is proud to offer our students the opportunity to enroll in an after-school care program. Engaging activities, as well as sessions for homework help, are offered Monday through Friday, including Early Release days. The program also extends throughout the summer months, offering an authentic, engaging curriculum with field trip opportunities designed to enhance learning opportunities.


Our ELOP program features student and teacher designed after-school clubs. The clubs are facilitated by Westchester teachers and provide extended learning opportunities beyond the school day.      


Westchester currently participates in the No Place for Hate initiative. No Place for Hate® in schools seeks to provide a model for combating intolerance, bullying and hatred, leading to long-term solutions to these problems in schools.


Westchester hosts various events for our families. Each year in the fall, we offer a Family Reading Night to accompany our Scholastic Book Fair. Crafts, guest speakers, and refreshments make this a fun event for the whole family. We also have a Fall Festival where students and parents can play games, socialize, and participate in fun activities. Our Valentine’s Bash is another event that welcomes students and parents to fill the cafeteria with dancing and fellowship. 


Westchester also implemented the Dual Language Program in Kindergarten through 4th grade. The students enrolled in the program receive a half -day instruction in English and the other half of the day in Spanish.  Next year we will add grade 5 to the program, which would make us completely Dual Language in all grade levels.
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